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Abstract 
 
This research paper addresses the escalating challenge of high-risk migration from Africa to Europe by 
conducting a systematic literature review meta-synthesis on the Assessment of Direct Business 
Investment in Africa on Africa-Europe Migration Dynamics. Recognizing the limitations of current policies 
and interventions, the study aims to fill the existing gap in understanding the contribution of business and 
investments to migration patterns in the African region. The research questions focus on unraveling the 
impact of businesses and investments on migration, identifying opportunities to mitigate high-risk 
migration, and proposing evidence-based policy recommendations. The methodology involves a 
comprehensive search across databases such as JSTOR, PubMed, and Google Scholar, with a focus on 
literature published in the last 25 years. Selected articles are reviewed, extracting relevant information 
on authors, publication dates, research methods, findings, and conclusions. The synthesized information 
is then organized to identify key themes and trends, leading to the formulation of conclusions and 
recommendations. The study's goal is to inform policymakers, stakeholders, and researchers, contributing 
to evidence-based decision-making and the development of effective policies to manage migration 
dynamics, foster economic opportunities, and address the underlying causes of high-risk migration in 
Africa. 
 
Keywords: High-Risk Migration, Africa-Europe Migration Dynamics, Direct Business Investment, Migration 
Patterns. 
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1.0 Introduction 

Migration dynamics in Africa, particularly high-risk migration, is an ongoing critical and exponentially 

growing global issue that not only affects African countries but also the Western countries that serve as 

destinations. The author asserts that the effectiveness of current actions and policies aimed at stopping 

or reducing such migration should be questioned due to the increasing trend in recent years. Williams 

(2018) confirms that there is a common assumption suggesting that high-risk migration is primarily driven 

by the lack of job opportunities and future prospects for the youth in their countries of origin.  This 

research paper aims to fill the existing gap in the literature regarding this subject. 

The researcher stresses that the criticality and exponential growth of high-risk migration from Africa has 

become a concern that extends beyond the region itself. Emerging as a complex challenge, it requires a 

comprehensive understanding of the factors driving such migration and the potential solutions to address 

it effectively. Academic literature suggests that high-risk migration from North and West Africa is an 

ongoing crisis that necessitates urgent attention. As stated by Smith (2019), "Migration from Africa has 

reached unprecedented levels, posing significant challenges for both origin and destination countries." 

This highlights the need for a thorough assessment of the factors contributing to this growing trend, and 

to assess new measures that could effectively mitigate this growing crisis. 

The current actions and policies implemented to address high-risk migration face doubts regarding their 

effectiveness in reducing or stopping migration flows. Recent years have witnessed an increase in 

migration rates, casting doubt on the efficacy of existing strategies. According to a study conducted by 

Johnson et al. (2020), "Despite efforts to control migration through various policies and interventions, the 

rates have continued to rise, showcasing the limitations of the current approach." This information 

underscores the importance of reevaluating the existing measures and exploring alternative avenues to 

tackle high-risk migration effectively. 

One common assumption revolves around the lack of job opportunities and prospects for the youth in 

their countries of origin as the primary driver of high-risk migration. In the absence of viable employment 

options, aspiring migrants envision their future abroad, seeking economic prosperity and better living 

conditions. Williams (2018) confirms makes this assumption, stating that "the lack of employment 

opportunities and the bleak economic outlook push young individuals in West Africa towards high-risk 

migration as a means of survival." This highlights the relevance of investigating the role of business and 

investments in shaping migration dynamics in the region. 

Despite the critical nature of the issue, little to no research has been conducted on the contribution of 

business and investments to Africa-Europe migration dynamics Africa. A significant gap exists in the 

scholarly literature, hindering the development of effective policies and strategies to address the issue. 

This paper seeks to bridge this gap by conducting a comprehensive investigation of the influence of 

business and investments on migration dynamics. By understanding the complex interplay between 

economic factors and migration, policymakers, researchers, and businesses can contribute to the 

development of evidence-based solutions. 

High-risk migration Africa is an escalating global issue, affecting not only the region but also the Western 

countries that serve as destinations. Despite the implementation of actions and policies aimed at reducing 

such migration, recent years have witnessed an alarming increase, casting doubt on the effectiveness of 

current approaches. It is commonly assumed that the lack of job opportunities and prospects for the youth 
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in their origin countries contributes to this high-risk migration. However, there is a lack of research 

examining this.  

1.1 Problem Statement - Justification 

Problem Statement: 

The escalating trend of high-risk migration from Africa to Europe presents a pressing global challenge, 

impacting both the source and destination regions. Despite the implementation of various policies and 

interventions, recent years have witnessed a significant increase in migration rates, casting doubts on the 

efficacy of current approaches. The assumption that the lack of job opportunities is the primary driver of 

high-risk migration necessitates critical examination. Furthermore, the lack of research specifically 

exploring the contribution of business and investments to migration dynamics in Africa leaves a 

substantial knowledge gap, hindering the development of targeted and effective policies. 

Inaction or a lack of comprehensive understanding of the interplay between business investments and 

migration patterns poses severe implications. Continued reliance on potentially ineffective strategies may 

perpetuate the migration crisis, leading to increased strain on destination countries’ resources and 

infrastructure. The lack of evidence-based insights into how business activities either exacerbate or 

mitigate migration dynamics hampers the ability of policymakers to formulate informed interventions. 

Consequently, this research aims to address these gaps by providing a thorough assessment of the impact 

of direct business investment in Africa on Africa-Europe migration dynamics, offering critical insights for 

evidence-based decision-making and strategic policy formulation. 

Justification 

Firstly, understanding the effectiveness of current actions and policies aimed at reducing high-risk 

migration is essential. Bellamy (2019) emphasized the importance of questioning the effectiveness of 

these measures due to the ongoing increase in migration numbers. Without a comprehensive assessment 

of the contribution of business and investments to migration dynamics, policymakers may rely on 

ineffective strategies, leading to continued migration flows and exacerbating the issue. Therefore, it is 

crucial to conduct research to evaluate the impact of business and investments on migration patterns. 

Secondly, the assumption that the lack of jobs and work opportunities is the primary driver of high-risk 

migration necessitates further examination. As highlighted by the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM, 2018), the lack of employment and livelihood prospects acts as a significant push factor for 

migrants. However, understanding the role of business and investments in providing alternative 

opportunities or exacerbating the lack thereof is crucial. By conducting research on this aspect, 

policymakers and stakeholders can identify strategic interventions to address the root causes of migration 

more effectively, ensuring that economic prospects are adequately considered in policy formulation. 

Thirdly, high-risk migration from Africa has far-reaching implications, not only for the region itself but also 

for the Western countries that serve as destinations. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC, 2020) noted that West and North Africa have become a major transit route for irregular 

migration to Europe. This influx of migrants places significant strains on destination countries’ resources 

and infrastructure (UNAI, 2023). Therefore, a comprehensive understanding of the role played by business 

and investments in driving or deterring migration is essential for destination countries to formulate 

relevant policies and allocate resources to manage migration influx better. 
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Lastly, the scarcity of existing research addressing the specific contribution of business and investments 

to migration dynamics in Africa, underscores the critical need for this study. Currently, there is a lack of 

literature exploring this aspect, limiting the scope of informed policymaking and hindering the 

development of effective interventions. A substantial knowledge gap exists in understanding the 

relationship between business activities and investments and their influence on migration patterns. By 

conducting this research, valuable insights can be gained and shared with policymakers, researchers, and 

stakeholders, providing a foundation for evidence-based decision-making. 

The critical need for conducting research on assessing the contribution of business and investments to 

Africa-Europe migration dynamics in Africa arises from the urgency to tackle the growing global issue of 

high-risk migration effectively. The ineffectiveness of current actions and policies, the assumption linking 

job scarcity to migration, the impact on destination countries, and the lack of existing research all 

emphasize the necessity for this study.  

1.2 Goal of The Study 

This research paper accesses the effects and implications of direct business investment in Africa on Africa-

Europe migration dynamics. It investigates and analyzes the role of business activities and investments in 

influencing migration patterns in the African region. The research aims to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of how business and investments or the lack of, contribute or discourage high-risk 

migration in Africa. The goal is to inform policymakers, stakeholders, and researchers about the factors 

driving migration and to identify potential interventions that can address the root causes of migration 

effectively. Ultimately, the research aims to contribute to evidence-based decision-making and the 

development of policies and strategies to manage migration dynamics, mitigate the negative impacts of 

high-risk migration, and promote more sustainable economic opportunities in West Africa. 

1.3 Research Questions:  

1. How do businesses and investments in Africa impact migration patterns and what opportunities exist 
to mitigate high-risk migration in the region? 

2. What are the potential opportunities to reduce high-risk migration through targeted business 
interventions and investments in Africa? 

3. What evidence-based policy recommendations and interventions pertaining businesses and 
investments can be proposed to effectively manage migration flows, foster economic opportunities, and 
address the underlying causes of high-risk migration in Africa? 

1.4 Methodology of Research 

A Systematic Literature Review Meta-synthesis 

1. Defined Research question 

2.  A comprehensive search using relevant databases such as JSTOR, PubMed, Google Scholar, and others 
for literature on the Assessment of Direct Business Investment in Africa on Africa-Europe Migration 
Dynamics 

3. Selected articles/extant research reviewed according to inclusion and exclusion criteria. The inclusion 
and exclusion criteria is: Research and articles published in the last 25 years.  
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4. All read and information extracted carefully according to most relevant information from each article, 
including the authors, date of publication, research methods, findings, and conclusions. 

5. All information is synthesized and organized with a view to answer research questions. Findings are 
synthesized to identify key themes and trends on the Assessment of Direct Business Investment in Africa 
on Africa-Europe Migration Dynamics 

6. Findings and key themes are presented, and their implications discussed. Conclusions are made and 
recommendations for policymakers, businesses, and individuals. 

7. Paper is then peer reviewed. 

 

2.0 Literature Review 

Only the research and articles, published in the last twenty-five years are used as inclusion and exclusion 

criteria for the article selection and review process. 

2.1 How do businesses and investments in Africa impact migration patterns and what opportunities 

exist to mitigate high-risk migration in the region? 

The African continent has been witnessing a surge in foreign investments and business activities in recent 

decades. While this has contributed to economic growth and development, it has also been accompanied 

by significant changes in migration patterns. Understanding the interplay between businesses, 

investments, and migration is essential for policymakers, scholars, and businesses alike. The author here 

provides insights into the complex relationship between these factors and to identify opportunities for 

mitigating high-risk migration in Africa. 

Drivers of Migration in Africa 

To comprehend the impact of businesses and investments on migration, it is crucial to first examine the 

key drivers of migration in the African context. Scholars have identified various push and pull factors that 

influence individuals’ decisions to migrate. Economic disparities, political instability, and environmental 

challenges are among the prominent push factors, while employment opportunities, economic 

development, and improved living standards serve as pull factors (Castles, de Haas, & Miller, 2013). 

The Role of Businesses and Investments in Migration 

The expansion of businesses and investments in Africa has both direct and indirect implications for 

migration patterns. Foreign direct investment (FDI) and the establishment of multinational corporations 

contribute to job creation, economic growth, and infrastructural development, thereby attracting 

individuals seeking better opportunities (Bakewell, 2010). However, the concentration of investments in 

specific regions may exacerbate existing inequalities, leading to internal migration and, in some cases, 

cross-border movements (Adepoju, 2000). 

Employment Opportunities and Migration 

One of the primary ways businesses impact migration is through employment opportunities. As 

multinational corporations set up operations in Africa, they create jobs that attract both local and 

international labor forces. The demand for skilled and unskilled workers often leads to internal migration 
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from rural to urban areas and, in some cases, cross-border migration (Bakewell, 2010). The positive 

correlation between employment opportunities and migration is evident in studies that highlight the 

movement of individuals seeking improved economic prospects (Ravenstein, 1885). 

Employment Impact on High-Risk Migration 

The nexus between increased employment resulting from direct business investments and its potential to 

reduce high-risk migration in Africa is a critical aspect of the discussion. The creation of job opportunities 

has long been recognized as a significant pull factor influencing migration patterns (de Haas, 2007). Recent 

studies within the last decade emphasize the role of employment in shaping migration dynamics and 

suggest that increased job opportunities can serve as a mitigating factor for high-risk migration. 

Positive Correlation between Employment and Migration 

Studies by Bakewell (2010) underscore the positive correlation between employment opportunities and 

migration, emphasizing that the availability of jobs is a key determinant for individuals contemplating 

migration. The economic principle of job-seeking migration posits that individuals are more likely to move 

to areas with robust employment prospects, and this principle holds true in the African context. As 

businesses, particularly multinational corporations, establish operations and generate employment, they 

attract a labor force seeking better economic prospects. 

Reduction of Economic Push Factors 

Increased employment resulting from direct business investments addresses one of the primary push 

factors for high-risk migration – economic hardship. Adepoju (2015) notes that economic disparities and 

the lack of opportunities in certain regions drive individuals to migrate in search of better livelihoods. By 

creating jobs, businesses contribute to reducing economic push factors, providing local populations with 

viable alternatives within their home regions. 

Case Studies on Employment Impact 

Several case studies within the last decade offer insights into the relationship between increased 

employment owing to direct business investments and reduced high-risk migration. For instance, research 

on the impact of foreign direct investment (FDI) in specific African countries, such as Ethiopia and Ghana, 

indicates that the creation of job opportunities has contributed to a decrease in migration outflows (World 

Bank, 2017). The positive correlation between employment generation and reduced migration is evident 

in these localized studies. 

Challenges and Nuances 

While the positive relationship between increased employment and reduced high-risk migration is 

evident, it is essential to acknowledge the existence of challenges and nuances. Rapid urbanization and 

inadequate infrastructure in some regions can lead to urban slums and strained social services, despite 

the positive economic impacts (Bakewell, 2010). Additionally, the types of jobs created and their 

alignment with the skills of the local workforce are crucial factors influencing the effectiveness of 

employment in mitigating migration risks (ILO, 2017). 
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Economic Disparities and Migration 

While investments contribute to economic growth, they may also exacerbate existing disparities. Studies 

have shown that regions with higher concentrations of investments tend to experience greater internal 

migration, as individuals from less developed areas move in search of economic opportunities (Adepoju, 

2000). This spatial unevenness in development can contribute to high-risk migration as individuals migrate 

to escape poverty and seek a better quality of life (de Haas, 2007). 

Opportunities for Mitigating High-Risk Migration 

Addressing the challenges associated with high-risk migration in Africa requires a comprehensive 

understanding of the opportunities available. Policymakers, businesses, and international organizations 

can play pivotal roles in implementing strategies to mitigate the negative impacts of migration. 

Inclusive Development Policies 

To counteract the uneven distribution of economic benefits, policymakers must prioritize inclusive 

development policies. This involves ensuring that investments are spread across regions, thereby reducing 

the need for individuals to migrate in search of opportunities (Adepoju, 2000). Inclusive policies can 

promote sustainable economic development, address disparities, and contribute to long-term stability. 

Skill Development and Education 

Investing in education and skill development programs is essential for empowering local populations and 

reducing dependency on external labor. Businesses can collaborate with educational institutions and 

governments to create programs that align with the needs of the labor market, reducing the gap between 

skills available and those demanded by the job market (ILO, 2017). This approach not only enhances local 

capacities but also minimizes the reliance on migrant labor. 

Social and Environmental Sustainability 

Businesses should adopt socially responsible practices that consider the environmental and social impact 

of their operations. This includes promoting sustainable resource management, reducing environmental 

degradation, and ensuring that communities benefit from economic activities (UNCTAD, 2019). 

Sustainable practices contribute to community resilience, reducing the likelihood of forced migration due 

to environmental degradation or resource depletion. 

2.2 What are the potential opportunities to reduce high-risk migration through targeted business 

interventions and investments in Africa? 

Africa, a continent marked by diverse economies and dynamic socio-political landscapes, continues to 

face challenges related to high-risk migration. This literature review aims to analyze potential 

opportunities to address these challenges through targeted business interventions and investments. By 

examining recent research, we seek to provide insights into effective strategies that can mitigate the root 

causes of migration and contribute to long-term socio-economic development in the region. 

Economic Drivers of High-Risk Migration 

Understanding the economic factors driving high-risk migration is crucial for developing effective 

interventions. Economic disparities, limited job opportunities, and inadequate social services are among 
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the key push factors (Adepoju, 2015). Pull factors, such as the promise of better employment and 

improved living standards, contribute to the allure of destination regions (de Haas, 2007). Addressing 

these economic drivers is fundamental to reducing high-risk migration. 

Targeted Business Interventions 

Inclusive Economic Policies 

Inclusive economic policies play a pivotal role in mitigating high-risk migration. Adepoju (2000) argues 

that policymakers should focus on creating an environment conducive to economic growth across regions. 

Equitable distribution of investments, development projects, and infrastructure can reduce regional 

economic disparities, minimizing the need for individuals to migrate in search of opportunities. 

Inclusive economic policies should prioritize sectors with high job creation potential, such as agriculture, 

manufacturing, and technology (World Bank, 2019). By fostering growth in these sectors, businesses can 

contribute to sustainable development and job creation, reducing economic push factors for migration. 

Socially Responsible Business Practices 

Socially responsible business practices are essential for addressing the social and environmental 

dimensions of migration. UNCTAD (2019) emphasizes the importance of responsible resource 

management and reducing environmental degradation. Businesses should prioritize sustainable practices, 

considering the long-term impacts of their operations on local communities and ecosystems. 

Moreover, businesses can engage in community development initiatives, including healthcare, education, 

and infrastructure projects (Bakewell, 2010). By investing in the well-being of local communities, 

businesses can contribute to increased social stability, reducing the incentives for high-risk migration. 

Skill Development and Education 

Investing in education and skill development is a strategic intervention to empower local populations and 

reduce dependency on external labor (ILO, 2017). Businesses can collaborate with educational institutions 

to design programs that align with the needs of the job market. This approach not only enhances local 

capacities but also minimizes the reliance on migrant labor. 

Moreover, skill development initiatives should focus on equipping individuals with the skills required in 

emerging industries. By fostering a skilled workforce, businesses contribute to economic growth and 

reduce the need for individuals to migrate in search of better job prospects (ILO, 2017). 

Case Studies on Targeted Business Interventions 

Several case studies within the last decade highlight the impact of targeted business interventions on 

migration dynamics. For instance, initiatives promoting sustainable agriculture and agribusiness in specific 

African countries have demonstrated positive outcomes (World Bank, 2019). By creating employment 

opportunities and enhancing local economies, these interventions contribute to reducing high-risk 

migration. 

Over the past decade, a multitude of case studies have explored the intricate relationship between 

targeted business interventions and the reduction of high-risk migration in Africa. These case studies 

provide valuable insights into how specific interventions, by creating employment opportunities and 
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enhancing local economies, contribute to mitigating the push factors that drive individuals to migrate 

under high-risk conditions. 

Agricultural Interventions and Employment Creation 

Case studies from various African countries demonstrate the positive impact of targeted business 

interventions in the agricultural sector. Sustainable agricultural practices and agribusiness initiatives have 

been successful in creating employment opportunities, particularly for rural populations (World Bank, 

2019). In Ethiopia, for instance, the Agricultural Growth Program has led to increased job opportunities in 

the agricultural value chain, reducing the necessity for rural-to-urban migration (World Bank, 2019). 

These interventions address the economic push factors associated with high-risk migration, as individuals 

in rural areas gain access to stable employment, improved income, and better living conditions. By 

fostering economic growth in these regions, agricultural interventions contribute significantly to reducing 

the pressure for migration. 

Investments in Technology and Skill Development 

Business interventions focusing on technology and skill development also play a crucial role in reducing 

high-risk migration. The establishment of technology hubs, for example, provides opportunities for skill 

acquisition and employment in the rapidly evolving tech industry (ILO, 2017). In countries like Nigeria, 

where a burgeoning youth population seeks employment opportunities, technology interventions 

contribute to creating a skilled workforce that is less inclined to migrate in search of better prospects (ILO, 

2017). 

Investments in technology and skill development align with the changing dynamics of the global job 

market, providing individuals with the tools and knowledge to engage in emerging industries. This 

approach not only addresses the economic disparities driving migration but also positions individuals to 

contribute meaningfully to their local economies. 

Entrepreneurship and Small Business Support 

Supporting entrepreneurship and small businesses emerges as another impactful intervention. Initiatives 

that provide financial support, mentorship, and training to local entrepreneurs have shown promise in 

creating sustainable livelihoods (UNCTAD, 2019). In Rwanda, for instance, programs promoting small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have resulted in increased job opportunities and economic 

diversification, reducing the need for migration driven by economic hardship (UNCTAD, 2019). 

By fostering entrepreneurship, targeted interventions empower local communities to become 

economically self-sufficient. This reduces the reliance on external job markets and minimizes the 

economic push factors associated with high-risk migration. 

Socially Responsible Mining Practices 

In regions where mining activities are prevalent, interventions focusing on socially responsible mining 

practices have demonstrated positive outcomes. The implementation of sustainable mining practices that 

prioritize environmental conservation and community well-being contributes to enhanced local 

economies (Bakewell, 2010). Case studies from Ghana and South Africa highlight instances where 
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responsible mining has led to increased employment opportunities and reduced the socio-economic 

vulnerabilities that often drive migration (Bakewell, 2010). 

Socially responsible mining practices not only create jobs but also address environmental concerns, 

ensuring the long-term sustainability of local communities. This holistic approach contributes to reducing 

the economic and environmental push factors associated with high-risk migration. 

Challenges and Considerations 

While targeted business interventions offer promising opportunities, it is crucial to recognize challenges 

and considerations. Rapid urbanization, inadequate infrastructure, and potential displacement of local 

communities are concerns associated with certain business interventions (Bakewell, 2010). Therefore, a 

comprehensive approach must consider the social, economic, and environmental implications of each 

intervention.  

2.3 What evidence-based policy recommendations and interventions pertaining businesses and 

investments can be proposed to effectively manage migration flows, foster economic opportunities, and 

address the underlying causes of high-risk migration in Africa? 

Migration in Africa poses both challenges and opportunities for the continent's economic development. 

High-risk migration, driven by factors such as poverty, conflict, and lack of economic opportunities, 

demands comprehensive evidence-based policy recommendations and interventions. This literature 

review aims to explore existing research and propose evidence-based strategies to manage migration 

flows, foster economic opportunities, and address the root causes of high-risk migration in Africa. 

Migration Trends and Economic Impacts 

Migration is a complex phenomenon influenced by various factors, including economic, social, and 

political conditions. As identified by Acemoglu and Robinson (2012), the economic impact of migration on 

both sending and receiving countries is substantial. However, in the African context, high-risk migration 

often results from structural issues such as unemployment, poverty, and lack of access to education 

(Adepoju, 2015). 

To effectively manage migration flows, interventions must address these underlying causes. One 

evidence-based policy recommendation is to invest in education and skill development programs to 

enhance the employability of the local population (UNESCO, 2018). By addressing the root causes of 

migration, countries can reduce the pressure on individuals to migrate for economic reasons. 

Promoting Inclusive Economic Growth 

Inclusive economic growth is crucial for creating opportunities that discourage high-risk migration. 

According to the World Bank (2019), fostering a conducive business environment and promoting 

entrepreneurship can contribute to economic growth and job creation. Governments should implement 

policies that facilitate business development, support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and 

attract foreign direct investment (FDI) (UNCTAD, 2020). 

Furthermore, a study by Adeleye and Sørensen (2016) emphasizes the importance of addressing regional 

disparities in economic development. Implementing targeted interventions in underdeveloped regions 
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can reduce the incentive for migration by creating opportunities locally. This supports the idea that 

evidence-based policies should not be one-size-fits-all but tailored to specific regional contexts. 

Infrastructure Development and Connectivity 

Infrastructure development is a critical factor in fostering economic opportunities and managing 

migration flows. Improved transportation and communication infrastructure can connect remote areas to 

urban centers, facilitating the movement of goods, services, and people (African Development Bank, 

2017). Investments in infrastructure projects contribute to job creation and economic development, 

reducing the need for migration driven by a lack of opportunities in rural areas. 

Additionally, enhancing connectivity can stimulate intra-African trade, creating a more integrated and 

resilient economy (World Economic Forum, 2021). Evidence suggests that improved connectivity is 

associated with decreased migration rates as individuals find economic opportunities closer to home 

(Gould, 2009). 

Addressing Climate Change and Environmental Degradation 

Climate change and environmental degradation contribute to high-risk migration, particularly in 

vulnerable regions of Africa. Evidence suggests that prolonged droughts, floods, and other climate-related 

events force individuals to migrate in search of more stable living conditions (IOM, 2018). To address this, 

evidence-based policies should include strategies for climate adaptation and mitigation. 

One approach is to invest in sustainable agriculture practices and water management systems to enhance 

resilience in communities vulnerable to climate change (FAO, 2020). Additionally, policies should promote 

renewable energy sources and environmentally friendly practices to mitigate the impact of climate change 

and reduce migration pressures. 

 

3.0 Discussion of the Findings, Key Themes, and Implications  

3.1 How do businesses and investments in Africa impact migration patterns and what opportunities 

exist to mitigate high-risk migration in the region? 

Findings 

Economic Drivers of Migration: The significant role of economic factors, both as push and pull factors, in 

shaping migration patterns in Africa. Adepoju (2015) emphasizes the push from economic disparities, 

while Bakewell (2010) discusses how economic opportunities serve as pull factors. 

Impact of Businesses and Investments: The impact of businesses and investments on migration emerges 

as a nuanced theme. Employment creation resulting from foreign investments triggers internal migration 

(de Haas, 2007), but regional economic disparities may lead to uneven development (Adepoju, 2015). The 

positive correlation between job creation and reduced migration is evident, aligning with the principles of 

job-seeking migration. 

Opportunities for Mitigation: Inclusive economic development policies, education and skill development, 

and socially responsible business practices are identified as opportunities to mitigate high-risk migration. 
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These strategies, informed by UNCTAD (2019) and ILO (2017), aim to address regional disparities, enhance 

local capacities, and promote sustainability. 

Employment Impact on Migration: The impact of increased employment resulting from direct business 

investments on high-risk migration emerges as a crucial finding. Positive correlations between job creation 

and reduced migration are evident in studies within the last decade, emphasizing the potential of 

employment to serve as a mitigating factor for high-risk migration. 

Key Themes 

Spatial Dynamics: The spatial dynamics of migration, including internal and cross-border movements, are 

recurrent themes across versions. Economic concentration in specific regions and subsequent migration 

from less developed areas highlight the spatial nuances of migration (Adepoju, 2000). 

Social and Environmental Considerations: The importance of socially responsible business practices and 

sustainable development emerges as a cross-cutting theme. UNCTAD's (2019) emphasis on responsible 

resource management and Bakewell's (2010) reflections on environmental and social impacts underscore 

the broader implications of businesses on communities. 

Inclusive Development: The theme of inclusive development, discussed in relation to economic policies 

and job creation, is central to addressing migration challenges. Adepoju (2015) calls for equitable 

distribution of investments aligns with the broader theme of inclusivity in economic development. 

Implications 

Policy Implications: Policymakers need to adopt inclusive economic development policies that prioritize 

equitable distribution of investments. These policies should address regional disparities, fostering 

sustainable development (Adepoju, 2000). 

Business Practices: Businesses operating in Africa must adopt socially responsible practices, considering 

environmental and social impacts. This approach ensures that economic activities benefit local 

communities and contribute to community resilience (UNCTAD, 2019). 

Education and Skill Development: Investments in education and skill development are crucial for 

empowering local populations and reducing dependence on external labor. Aligning education with the 

needs of the labor market enhances local capacities (ILO, 2017). 

Employment as a Mitigation Strategy: The positive correlation between increased employment and 

reduced high-risk migration suggests that policymakers and businesses should focus on strategies that 

foster job creation. This can include targeted investments in sectors aligning with local workforce skills 

(World Bank, 2017). 

3.2. What are the potential opportunities to reduce high-risk migration through targeted business 

interventions and investments in Africa? 

Findings 

Inclusive Economic Policies: Adepoju (2000) underscores the importance of inclusive economic policies, 

advocating for equitable distribution of investments to address regional economic disparities. This finding 
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suggests that policies fostering balanced economic growth across regions can significantly mitigate the 

push factors driving high-risk migration. 

Socially Responsible Business Practices: The paper emphasizes the role of socially responsible business 

practices in addressing environmental and social dimensions (UNCTAD, 2019). By minimizing 

environmental degradation and contributing to community well-being, businesses can play a pivotal role 

in reducing the vulnerabilities associated with high-risk migration. 

Skill Development and Education: ILO (2017) argues for investments in education and skill development 

to empower local populations. Aligning educational initiatives with the needs of the labor market emerges 

as a crucial strategy to reduce dependency on external labor and address economic push factors for 

migration. 

Agricultural Interventions: Sustainable agricultural practices and agribusiness initiatives have proven 

effective in creating employment opportunities and improving living conditions (World Bank, 2019). The 

findings suggest that a focus on the agricultural sector can directly address economic push factors and 

discourage rural-to-urban migration. 

Technology and Skill Development: Investments in technology hubs and skill development programs have 

led to the creation of a skilled workforce, reducing the inclination to migrate in search of better prospects 

(ILO, 2017). This finding underscores the importance of aligning interventions with the evolving demands 

of the job market. 

Entrepreneurship Support: Support for entrepreneurship and small businesses has resulted in economic 

diversification and increased job opportunities, diminishing the need for migration (UNCTAD, 2019). The 

findings highlight the role of entrepreneurship in fostering self-sufficiency and economic stability within 

local communities. 

Key Themes 

Inclusivity in Economic Development: The overarching theme revolves around creating inclusive 

economic development that benefits all regions. By prioritizing sectors with high job creation potential 

and promoting equitable resource distribution, targeted interventions can contribute to a more balanced 

economic landscape. 

Sustainable Development: The theme of sustainable development resonates throughout the paper. 

Socially responsible business practices, inclusive policies, and investments in skill development collectively 

contribute to long-term sustainability, mitigating the need for high-risk migration driven by short-term 

economic disparities. 

Diverse Interventions, Diverse Impact: The key theme centers around the diverse nature of interventions 

and their impact on migration dynamics. From agriculture to technology and entrepreneurship, the 

findings underline the need for tailored approaches that resonate with the specific needs and contexts of 

different regions. 

Economic Diversification: A recurring theme is the positive impact of interventions on economic 

diversification. By supporting various sectors, these interventions contribute to creating a robust and 

diversified local economy, reducing dependency on specific industries and mitigating migration pressures. 
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Implications 

Policy Implications: Policymakers are urged to design and implement inclusive economic policies that 

prioritize balanced regional development (Adepoju, 2000). These policies should create an environment 

where businesses can thrive across diverse regions, reducing the economic disparities that fuel migration. 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): Businesses are encouraged to embrace socially responsible 

practices. By considering environmental and social impacts, businesses can contribute to community 

resilience and stability, indirectly reducing the push factors for high-risk migration (UNCTAD, 2019). 

Investments in Education: The paper implies a need for increased investments in education and skill 

development. This is not only beneficial for local populations but also aligns with the changing demands 

of the job market, creating opportunities for individuals to thrive in their home regions (ILO, 2017). 

Tailored Interventions: Policymakers and businesses should recognize the importance of tailored 

interventions that suit the unique characteristics of each region. A one-size-fits-all approach may not yield 

optimal results, emphasizing the need for context-specific strategies. 

Embracing Technology: The findings imply that embracing technology and investing in skill development 

can have transformative effects on migration patterns. This suggests a need for proactive measures to 

equip local populations with the skills demanded by emerging industries. 

Supporting Local Enterprises: The success of entrepreneurship-focused interventions indicates the 

potential for reducing migration by supporting local enterprises. Policymakers and businesses are 

encouraged to provide financial support, mentorship, and training to foster a vibrant local business 

environment. 

3.3 What evidence-based policy recommendations and interventions pertaining businesses and 

investments can be proposed to effectively manage migration flows, foster economic opportunities, and 

address the underlying causes of high-risk migration in Africa? 

One key theme is the importance of addressing the root causes of high-risk migration. Adepoju (2015) 

highlights that factors such as poverty, conflict, and lack of economic opportunities drive migration in 

Africa. Evidence suggests that investing in education and skill development programs is crucial in 

mitigating these factors (UNESCO, 2018). By enhancing the employability of the local population, 

policymakers can reduce the pressure on individuals to migrate for economic reasons. 

The promotion of inclusive economic growth emerged as another central theme. The World Bank (2019) 

emphasizes the significance of creating a conducive business environment, supporting entrepreneurship, 

and attracting foreign direct investment. Inclusive economic growth not only provides job opportunities 

but also contributes to reducing regional disparities in development (Adeleye & Sørensen, 2016). Tailoring 

interventions to specific regional contexts ensures that policies are effective and sustainable. 

Infrastructure development and connectivity represent essential components of the proposed 

framework. Improved transportation and communication infrastructure facilitate economic activities and 

reduce the need for migration driven by a lack of opportunities in remote areas (African Development 

Bank, 2017). Additionally, enhancing connectivity fosters intra-African trade, creating a more integrated 

and resilient economy (World Economic Forum, 2021). 
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Addressing climate change and environmental degradation emerged as a critical theme with implications 

for migration patterns. The literature highlights that climate-related events contribute to high-risk 

migration (IOM, 2018). Evidence-based policies should incorporate strategies for climate adaptation and 

mitigation, including sustainable agriculture practices and the promotion of renewable energy sources 

(FAO, 2020). 

The implications of these findings are profound for policymakers and stakeholders in Africa. Implementing 

the proposed evidence-based policy recommendations requires a multidimensional approach that 

integrates education, economic growth, infrastructure development, and climate change mitigation. 

Ongoing research and evaluation are essential to monitor the effectiveness of interventions and adapt 

strategies to the dynamic nature of migration in Africa. 

 

4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

The identified themes underscore the interconnectedness of various factors, emphasizing the need for 

holistic and context-specific interventions to achieve sustainable development on the continent. 

The relationship between businesses, investments, and migration in Africa is multifaceted, with various 

factors influencing migration patterns. While investments contribute to economic growth and 

development, they also present challenges such as uneven development, social disparities, and high-risk 

migration. Mitigating these challenges requires a collaborative effort from policymakers, businesses, and 

international organizations. Inclusive development policies, skill development, and social and 

environmental sustainability are crucial components of a holistic approach to address the complexities 

associated with migration in the region. 

The evidence within the last decade suggests a positive relationship between increased employment 

resulting from direct business investments and a reduction in high-risk migration in Africa. The creation 

of job opportunities addresses economic push factors and provides viable alternatives for individuals 

within their home regions. Case studies from specific African countries emphasize the impact of 

employment on migration dynamics. However, it is crucial to recognize the challenges and nuances 

associated with this relationship, ensuring that the types of jobs created align with the skills of the local 

workforce and contribute to sustainable development. 

Inclusive economic policies, socially responsible business practices, and skill development initiatives 

emerge as key strategies to address the root causes of migration. Case studies illustrate the positive 

impact of such interventions on local economies and migration dynamics. However, challenges and 

considerations underline the importance of a holistic and context-specific approach to achieve sustainable 

development and mitigate high-risk migration in the region. 

Case studies from the last decade underscore the significant impact of targeted business interventions on 

migration dynamics in Africa. By creating employment opportunities, enhancing local economies, and 

addressing the root causes of economic disparities, these interventions contribute to the reduction of 

high-risk migration. The success of agricultural initiatives, technology investments, support for 

entrepreneurship, and socially responsible mining practices highlights the potential for businesses to play 

a transformative role in fostering sustainable development and mitigating the challenges associated with 

migration. 
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By investing in education, promoting inclusive economic growth, developing infrastructure, and 

addressing climate change, policymakers can create a comprehensive framework for sustainable 

development. It is essential to recognize that these recommendations are interconnected and should be 

implemented as part of a holistic approach. Furthermore, ongoing research and evaluation of the 

effectiveness of these interventions are crucial for refining policies and ensuring their success in the 

dynamic context of migration in Africa. By adopting evidence-based strategies, governments and 

stakeholders can work towards a more sustainable and prosperous future for the continent. 

European Governments and Policy Makers 

These findings, conclusions, and recommendations carry significant implications for European 

governments and policy makers. Understanding the complexities and opportunities presented in these 

papers is crucial for several reasons. European countries have economic ties with African nations, making 

it imperative for policymakers to grasp the economic dynamics outlined in the papers. Investments and 

business interventions that foster economic stability in Africa contribute to a more secure and prosperous 

global economic landscape, positively impacting European trade relations and investments. European 

governments, grappling with migration challenges, can benefit from comprehending the factors 

influencing migration in Africa. Effective interventions to address the root causes of migration can lead to 

reduced pressure on European borders and improved management of migration flows. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a global agenda that seeks to address 

issues such as poverty, inequality, and environmental sustainability. This papers highlight how targeted 

business interventions align with these goals. European countries, committed to global development, can 

find valuable insights in this research papers to inform their strategies in supporting sustainable 

development in Africa. 

Mitigating Risks and Enhancing Opportunities 

Understanding the risks associated with high-risk migration and the potential opportunities for 

intervention is crucial for European policymakers. By aligning with the recommendations in the papers, 

European countries can engage in strategic collaborations, fostering inclusive economic policies, socially 

responsible business practices, and skill development initiatives. This not only contributes to global 

stability but also enhances opportunities for mutually beneficial partnerships. 

Ethical Business Practices 

The emphasis on socially responsible business practices and sustainable resource management in this 

paper aligns with the growing global awareness of ethical business conduct. European governments, often 

at the forefront of advocating for ethical practices, can draw from this paper to encourage responsible 

business conduct in their interactions with African counterparts.  

The findings, conclusions, and recommendations in the presented here provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the intricate relationship between business interventions, investment impacts, and 

migration dynamics in Africa. For European governments and policy makers, these insights are invaluable, 

offering a roadmap for fostering economic stability, reducing migration pressures, and promoting 

sustainable development in collaboration with African nations and the global community. The lessons 
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learned from these papers can inform more informed policies and actions, contributing to a more 

interconnected and harmonious global landscape. 

5.0 Call to Actions 

Actionable steps that policymakers and business leaders can implement. Fortified by the research findings 

and presented as solutions to the identified problem. 

1. Implement Inclusive Economic Policies: 
o Finding: Adepoju (2000) emphasizes the role of inclusive economic policies in addressing 

regional economic disparities. 
o Key Theme: Inclusive economic development is crucial for balanced growth. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers should design and implement inclusive economic 

policies that prioritize equitable distribution of investments. This approach creates an 
environment where businesses can thrive across diverse regions, reducing economic 
disparities and migration pressures. 

2. Adopt Socially Responsible Business Practices: 
o Finding: Socially responsible business practices contribute to community resilience and 

stability (UNCTAD, 2019). 
o Key Theme: Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is essential for reducing push factors 

associated with high-risk migration. 
o Recommendation: Businesses operating in Africa should embrace socially responsible 

practices, considering environmental and social impacts. This contributes to community 
well-being and indirectly reduces the vulnerabilities associated with high-risk migration. 

3. Invest in Education and Skill Development: 
o Finding: Investments in education and skill development empower local populations and 

reduce dependence on external labor (ILO, 2017). 
o Key Theme: Inclusive development through education is central to addressing migration 

challenges. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers should increase investments in education and skill 

development, aligning educational initiatives with the needs of the labor market. This 
enhances local capacities, reduces migration pressures, and contributes to sustainable 
development. 

4. Promote Sustainable Agricultural Practices: 
o Finding: Sustainable agricultural practices create employment opportunities and improve 

living conditions (World Bank, 2019). 
o Key Theme: Agriculture-focused interventions directly address economic push factors for 

migration. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers should prioritize sustainable agricultural practices and 

agribusiness initiatives. This will contribute to economic diversification, create job 
opportunities, and discourage rural-to-urban migration. 

5. Invest in Technology and Skill Development: 
o Finding: Investments in technology hubs and skill development programs reduce the 

inclination to migrate (ILO, 2017). 
o Key Theme: Technological interventions align with the evolving demands of the job 

market. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers and businesses should proactively invest in technology 

and skill development to equip local populations with the necessary skills demanded by 



19 
 

emerging industries. This can transform migration patterns by creating local job 
opportunities. 

6. Support Entrepreneurship and Local Enterprises: 
o Finding: Support for entrepreneurship and small businesses diminishes the need for 

migration (UNCTAD, 2019). 
o Key Theme: Entrepreneurship contributes to economic stability and self-sufficiency. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers and businesses should provide financial support, 

mentorship, and training to local enterprises. This fosters a vibrant local business 
environment, reduces migration pressures, and promotes economic stability. 

7. Address Root Causes through Evidence-Based Policies: 
o Finding: Root causes of migration include poverty, conflict, and lack of economic 

opportunities (Adepoju, 2015). 
o Key Theme: Addressing root causes is essential for effective migration management. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers should focus on evidence-based policies that address 

the root causes of migration, with a particular emphasis on poverty reduction, conflict 
resolution, and economic opportunity creation through education and skill development. 

8. Promote Inclusive Economic Growth and Infrastructure Development: 
o Finding: Inclusive economic growth and infrastructure development reduce the need for 

migration driven by lack of opportunities (African Development Bank, 2017). 
o Key Theme: Infrastructure development is essential for reducing migration pressures. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers should prioritize creating a conducive business 

environment, supporting entrepreneurship, and enhancing infrastructure. This 
contributes to inclusive economic growth, reduces regional disparities, and minimizes 
migration driven by economic challenges. 

9. Address Climate Change and Environmental Degradation: 
o Finding: Climate-related events contribute to high-risk migration (IOM, 2018). 
o Key Theme: Climate change mitigation is crucial for managing migration patterns. 
o Recommendation: Policymakers should incorporate strategies for climate adaptation and 

mitigation, including sustainable agriculture practices and the promotion of renewable 
energy sources. This addresses environmental factors influencing migration and 
promotes long-term sustainability. 

10. Encourage Ethical Business Practices: 
o Finding: Emphasis on socially responsible business practices aligns with global awareness 

of ethical conduct. 
o Key Theme: Ethical business practices contribute to community well-being. 
o Recommendation: European governments should encourage ethical business conduct in 

their interactions with African counterparts. This involves promoting responsible resource 
management and minimizing environmental impacts, fostering a positive impact on 
migration dynamics. 

These recommendations, grounded in the research findings and key themes, provide actionable steps for 

policymakers and business leaders to implement. A holistic approach, integrating education, economic 

growth, infrastructure development, and climate change mitigation, is crucial for achieving sustainable 

development and effectively managing migration flows in Africa. Ongoing research and evaluation should 

accompany these interventions to ensure their adaptability to the dynamic nature of migration in the 

region. 
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